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Sa'eed took possession of the island and coast of Zanjibar, of
the Sowahil, of Socotra, and ultimately, by a long-continued sea
blockade, compelled the Persian government to surrender that
important strip of their coast which now belongs to 'Oman,
besides the islands of Ormuz, Djishm, Larej, and ultimately
Bahreyn. All these localities Sa'eed visited in person, en-
couraged and regulated their commerce, opened new communi-
cations of traffic, and rendered his kingdom the most wealthy
and prosperous, if not in all Asia at least in Arabia.

The Wahhabee empire was now in its first bloom of strength,
nor could the report of so great riches accumulated by their
less warlike and infidel neighbours but provoke the cupidity of
the orthodox Ebn-Sa'oods. Followed' Abd-Allah's great in vasi on,
and the capture of Mascat, after which 'Oman remained for a
few years tributary to Nejed. Somewhat later took place those
local skirmishes in the neighbourhood of Bas-el-Hadd and the
coast opposite Massora, when the Anglo-Indian troops were
brought into collision with the natives of those regions; an event
speedily followed by the entire putting down of the pirates who,
though not precisely under the orders of Sa'eed, yet not also
without some connivance on his part, rendered the navigation
of the Persian Gulf difficult and even dangerous to European
craft.

The overthrow of the Wahhabees by Ibraheem Basha restored
Sa'eed to independence ; and during the rest of his reign, which
from first to last occupied nearly fifty years, 'Oman recovered
all her former prosperity, and even augmented it. She now
became an emporium for the commerce of Africa, Persia, and
India; while numerous colonies of merchants, especially from
the latter country, were encouraged by the liberal policy of
Sa'eed to take up their residence in Sohar, Barka, Mascat, and
the other sea-ports, bringing with them a skill and persevering
industry seldom to be found among the Arabs themselves.

While subject to the Wahhabees, 'Oman had yearly paid a
considerable sum under title of tribute to the governor of Mecca,
an office then held, or rather usurped, by'Abd-Allah-ebn-Sa'ood.
It was natural enough that Sa'eed, when once freed from the
Nejclean yoke, thought it superfluous to continue his forced
contributions to the maintenance of the sacred city. However,